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TREE DEATHS — JOONDALUP AND STIRLING 

818. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Environment: 

I refer to the outcome of the investigation by the Department of Environment and Conservation into the death of 
mature trees in Joondalup and Stirling and to my unanswered email query to the minister’s office of 1 October 
2010. 

(1) Apart from local authorities, which other bodies responsible for weed control at sump sites have been 
informed of how hexazinone behaves during drought periods? 

(2) When was this information provided? 

(3) How was the information provided? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of the question. 

I did check regarding the unanswered email query. My office is always very responsive to Hon Giz Watson’s 
requests. I understand that it was still seeking some further advice. However, Hon Giz Watson has this answer 
before that advice. 

(1) I have been advised that directions on the proper use of hexazinone are the responsibility of the 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority. Australia has a national registration system 
that requires that these products and their application instructions be evaluated before they can be 
legally supplied, sold or used. The method of ensuring correct use of the product is through the labelled 
instructions. The authority is the Australian government agency responsible for managing the system 
and it is its role to report on the suitability of the herbicide and to confirm the correct label use and 
application. 

(2) In May 2007, the Department of Environment and Conservation notified the Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority of the three deaths and as part of its investigation advised the 
authority’s adverse experience reporting program of the potential involvement of hexazinone when it 
was identified. 

(3) Information was provided by the department by telephone and followed up with email advice. In 
addition, a DEC investigator spoke with the authority’s adverse experience reporting program senior 
reviewer on a number of occasions. 

 


